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A Message From Pastor Steve 
September 26, Geneva debuts a new look for Sundays 
G.K. Chesterton writes, “We do not want, as the newspapers say, a 
church that will move with the world. We want a church that will 
move the world.”1 As I reflect upon the past fifty-five years of 
Geneva’s history and embrace our next fifty-five, I see Geneva 
being a church that moves the world, a church of followers of Jesus 
who understand being disciples of Jesus Christ and are personally 
involved in making disciples. 

I see us as a church that fully lives connecting, worshipping, 
learning, serving and giving. I see us as a church that is fully 
intergenerational and missional; a church committed to being the 

best Jesus someone sees through our words and deeds. Being 
just, merciful, kind, empathetic, and compassionate people will 
permeate our identity as Christians and members of Geneva. 
This behavior will be a compelling answer to the question people 

have of “Why should I go to church and Geneva in particular?”

Your Session voted on Tuesday, August 24 to embrace our future at 
Geneva Presbyterian Church, initially in the expectations of 
worshipping and learning.
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Embrace Pastor 
Steve’s Rally 
Sunday Challenge 

What if 140 of us, roughly half 
of our membership, were to 
pray for two people who 
might find being a part of our 
connecting, worshipping, 
learning, serving and giving 
community of faith a good 
thing. We would be praying 
for hundreds of people with 
whom we rub shoulders and 
have real life conversations.   

Would you join with me in 
that challenge? Identify two 
people for whom you will 
pray! Trust God to move in 
their lives and Provide you an 
opportunity to invite them to 
join you at Geneva on Rally 
Sunday, September 
26. Maybe this 
is a next step 
to being a 
missional 
church that 
moves the 
world, our 
neighborhoods 
and others to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

1 “Issues and G.K.’s Answers as found in Christianity Today (01 July 2002). 
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(Continued from page 1…)

Worshipping as ONE at 10:30am
On Sunday, September 26, “Rally Sunday,” we will begin to embrace 
the future of Geneva worshipping as one congregation at 10:30am 
in the Sanctuary. What a joy it will be for those of us who choose 
to worship in-person in the same place at the same time. Online 
worship and the Village TV broadcast, which now will be a 

showing of the current week’s worship service, will air concurrently. 

As we continue to move out of the Pandemic, yes with a few 
hiccups and a fourth surge, we see the future unfolding. Worship 

will be collaborative in style and experiential in participation. The 
future invites us to let go of the “old” and embrace the “new.”

Learning as ONE at 9am
Also on Sunday, September 26, we will begin to embrace the future 
of Geneva learning as one congregation. What a joy it will be for 
those of us who choose to participate in Christian Education on 
our campus at the same time. That’s right, nursery, Geneva Kids 
Sunday, Middle School, High School and adult classes will all meet 
at 9am.

Learning will be both cognitive and affective with conversation in 
abundance. Digital, streaming and zoom platforms are here to stay. 
And what a blessing all this is for those who make Geneva 
Presbyterian Church their church home and for all those whom 
God is preparing, even now, to join us.

As we continue to move out of the Pandemic, we embrace the 
future of being a church family that will move the world, not a 
church that will move with the world. As Christians, we are to love 
God and others. We don’t want them to be isolated from God’s 
best. We don’t want them to be hungry, unemployed, physically or 
emotionally sick, tormented, marginalized, homeless, or lost. When 
you love others in word and deed, you are doing what Jesus did. 

On the journey of embracing Geneva’s future with you,

The Rev. Dr. Steven M. Marsh
Moderator of the Session and 
Pastor/Head of Staff 
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Jazzing up Sunday 
once again 

Jazz Vespers returns to the 
Sanctuary Sunday, September 
12 at 4pm, and will now be 
offered the second 
Sunday of each 
month. This 
service  features 
the same 
pastoral 
message as 
our other 
services enhanced 
by the upbeat sound 
of the Norm Freeman Quartet.  

Geneva offers Jazz Vespers as a 
free gift to the community and it 
is the generosity of our sponsors 
that make it possible. Learn more 
and become a sponsor at 
genevapres.org/jazzvespers or 
contact Geneva Business 
Manager Gary Pado at 
gpado@genevapres.org. 
Sponsorships must be received 
two weeks prior to the service to 
be included in the Order of 
Worship for each service.  

Current Sermon 
Series 

Jesus’ Message: You Are The 
Change runs through  October 
17. The resource is Bobby 
Schuller's book Change Your 
Thoughts Change Your World: 
How Life-Giving Thoughts Can 
Unlock Your Destiny. Books are 
on sale for $10 online at 
genevapres.churchcenter.com/
registrations or in the church 
office. 

http://genevapres.org
http://genevapres.org/jazzvespers
mailto:gpado@genevapres.org
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations
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Upcoming Activities 
The Geneva campus is coming alive as we head into 

September with several familiar activities resuming and a few new 
ones to share.  

New Member Class - Saturday, September 11
This class meets from 10-11:30am in McLennan Lounge. Come 
learn about the benefits of membership, how you can find your fit 
and meet others new to the Geneva faith community. Register at 
genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations, call the church office at 
949-837-2323 or email us at info@genevapres.org.

Line Dancing Resumes - Monday, September 13
This low impact exercise will be offered Mondays and Thursdays 
beginning September 13. The group will meet on the dance floor in 
the Saddleback room from 3:30-4:30pm. No need to register, just 
show up and join the fun!

The Fix-It Gang Is Back - Saturday, September 25
From 8am-12pm,  Fix-It Gang volunteers will tackle “honey do” 
projects such as difficult cleaning, outdoor repair, technical issues 
and other household chores for the elderly and physically 
challenged. If you have something to be done or if you would like 
to join a Fix-It Gang crew, visit genevapres.churchcenter.com/
registrations or call the church office at 949-837-2323. Project 
Request Forms need to be completed a week in advance (Saturday, 
September 18). 
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World Communion 
Sunday, October 3 

World Communion Sunday is 
celebrated by churches all over 
the world.  As we take communion 
together, we are reminded of our 
connection and our calling to 
serve one another. This is also a 
special day because Geneva kids 
and youth who participated in 
the Sacraments Class (see page 
5) will be taking communion with 
their larger church family for the 
first time with a new understanding 
of the true meaning of this 
important sacrament. 

Join the Geneva 
Chancel Choir 

The Chancel Choir is rehearsing 
together to bring beautiful and 
inspiring anthems to our worship 
services in person! Choir 
rehearsals are on Thursday 
evenings at 7:30 in Simpson Hall. 
If you are interested in singing, 
we would love to welcome you. 
Certain protocols will be 
observed to keep everyone as 
safe as possible. To learn more, 
contact Eileen O'Hern at 
 eohern@genevapres.org, or call 
the church office at 949-837-2323 
to leave a message.

mailto:eohern@genevapres.org
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations
http://genevapres.org
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Geneva Women’s Book Club - Tuesday, September 28
This group meets the fourth Tuesday of the month from 1-2pm in 
McLennan Lounge. The focus for the September discussion is the 
book West with the Night by Beryl Markham. To participate online, 
join the book club group at genevapres.churchcenter.com/groups 
to receive an email with the Zoom meeting ID. For questions or 
technical assistance, contact the church office at 949-837-2323, 
email us at info@genevapres.org.

All Church Social - October 3
It’s time for the entire Geneva family to gather together just for 
the fun of it!  All Genevans and guests are invited to the Romberg 
house Sunday, October 3 from 2-6pm for food and fellowship. Plus, 
there’s a heated pool for kids and kids at heart!  Come when you 
can, stay as long as you’d like. All ages are welcome. You do not 
need a spouse or children to come either. You only need a desire to 
encourage or be encouraged by the gift of presence. Help us with 
the headcount by RSVPing to info@genevapres.org.

Children, Youth & Families 
High School Hang - Fall session begins September 12
The brand new High School Hang gives voice to our students, 
allowing them to lead where they are called and grow where God is 
stretching them. We meet in person on Sundays at 7PM at 
different homes with background checked adult leaders and 
mentors. To check it out, email Pastor Ryan at 
rromberg@genevapres.org.

Middle School Meetup - Fall session begins September 15
The Meetup is all about seeing how God’s Word speaks to middle 
schoolers today in a changing world. Encourage your child to 
check out the large group, in-person hangout at different homes on 
the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 6:30PM. For the 2nd, 
4th and 5th Wednesdays at 6:30pm students will have an 
opportunity through small groups to engage in deeper discussion 
while building closer relationships. These small groups will meet in 
homes of Geneva members with a hybrid Zoom option. To learn 
more, email Pastor Ryan at rromberg@genevapres.org.
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Prayer Requests 

Please include these Genevans 
and friends in your prayers: 

Paul Arndt 
Bill Barnes 

Jerra Lynne Beckhart 
Pat Chapman  
Beth Coombs 

Norm Coombs 
Hank Green 

Carol Van Kirk 
Char Konyndyk 

Harriet and Bink Lewis 
George Marsh 

Bob Warren 
Paul Woodward 

Email prayer requests to 
prayer@genevapres.org, call the 
church office at 949-837-2323 or 
stop by and complete a Prayer 
Request Form.  

Our Church Prayer 

All knowing God, give us courage 
to change our thoughts, so that 
we participate with you to change 
the world. Renew our minds. 
Challenge us to exercise critical 
thinking with compassionate 
words and deeds. May our 
words and deeds be congruent, 
so others see Jesus in the way 
we live. Amen.  

mailto:prayer@genevapres.org
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/groups
mailto:info@genevapres.org
mailto:info@genevapres.org
mailto:rromberg@genevapres.org
mailto:rromberg@genevapres.org
http://genevapres.org
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Parent’s Night Out - October 2
Parent’s Night Out is back! Parents are encouraged to drop-off the 
kids from 4-8pm for a COVID-safe environment with background 
checked adults. Fun, games, dinner and a lesson await our 
kids as adults enjoy an evening out away. All donations go 
to our Youth Camp and Retreat Scholarship Fund.

Geneva Presbyterian Women (GPW) Update
GPW has announced that the group will begin meeting 
again on campus in Simpson Hall Wednesday, October 20. 
Fellowship and fun will begin at 1pm, ending at 2:15pm. Although 
there will be no formal luncheon, fellowship circles are encouraged 
to meet for lunch at Pollies Pies prior to the gathering. If you are 
not in a circle and would like to join one, we encourage you to do 
so. Please contact Janie Williams at jw@janieonline.com or call the 
church office at 949-837-2323 to become involved. 

Meet some happy Cheetahs 
The 200 backpacks filled with school supplies collected 
during our Backpack Supply Drive were delivered to two 

local “Title 1” schools, San Joaquin and Linda Vista Elementary. A 
vast majority of students in these schools come from economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds, so your donations are very impactful. 

More information is to come about additional ways we can support 
our San Joaquin Cheetahs. In the meantime, let’s pray for the 
health and well being of all students, families and school staff as 
they begin the new school year.
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Sacraments Class 
for Kids and Youth 

September 12 & 19
9-10 am in the Youth Room

Pastor Ryan leads an engaging 
and interactive 2-week class on 
baptism and communion for kids 
1st grade and older. Age-specific 
breakout groups keep the 
conversation going on levels each 
young person can understand. 
There is no deadline to sign-up. 
Go to genevapres.org/ to let us 
know you’re coming!. 

Adult education 
classes welcome the 
Rev. Dr. Howard Hsieh 

October 3, 10, 17 & 24 in 
McLennan Lounge

The first four weeks in October, all 
adult education classes will meet 
together for a study entitled 
Christ’s Grace & Loving Compassion 
presented by the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Hsieh. Some of the most 
comforting and assuring passages 
from the Gospels deal with Christ’s 
compassion and faithful love to 
people dealing with desperate 
situations, sins, and difficulties. The 
series will focus on how our Lord 
Jesus Christ transformed people in 
these circumstances with His 
steadfast love and grace.

San Joaquin Principal, David Shun, presents 
backpacks to some very happy Cheetahs!

http://genevapres.org
http://genevapres.org
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ITPC welcomes new 
Pastor 

A message from the Irvine 
Taiwanese Presbyterian Church, 
our friends and campus partners

Dear friends in Christ, 

We have been searching for a 
replacement for Pastor Bill Chang 
since his return to Taiwan in 2020. 
Thanks to the Lord, on August 1, 
we welcomed Pastor Albany Lee to 
our congregation. 

Pastor Albany was working as an 
engineer at Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
when he was called to serve the 
Lord. He earned his M.Div. at 
Logos Evangelical Seminary and 
holds an MA in Biblical Studies 

and Theology from Fuller 
Seminary.  For seventeen years, 
he served as pastor for 
Taiwanese congregations in 

Texas and Southern California 
before earning his Doctor of 
Ministry at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary in 2011. 
Afterwards, he continued pastoring 
Taiwanese congregations overseas.   

We are very fortunate and thankful 
to God and to your kindness for 
sharing the love of Christ and 
graceful campus of Geneva 
Presbyterian Church with us.    

Peace & Global Witness Offering 

This Presbyterian Church (USA) special offering addresses 
systems of conflict and injustice around the globe. Geneva may 
keep up to 25% of donations for missional use. Mid councils 
retain 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The 
remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to 
advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence throughout 
the world. Send checks to Geneva with Peace & Global Witness in 
the subject line or give online at genevapres.churchcenter.com/
giving, choosing Peace & Global Witness in the dropdown menu.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

Additional Scholarship Awards
In 2019, O’Neill/Boyer scholarship 
eligibility was expanded to include 
students attending our partner 
church in Tijuana where education 
can be out of reach for many 
deserving youth. Congratulations 
to this year’s recipients:

Technological Institute of Tijuana:
• Jair Isaac Pérez Ricardez
• Yosmar Hernández Ricardez
• Elias Daniel Monroy Bastida
• Fernando Mazariegos Hernandez
• Guadalupe Magdalena Flores 
• Yazmin Gonzalez Lopez
• Yadira Álvarez Roblero

Autonomous University of Baja 
California:
• Alan Diaz
• Jennifer Sanchez Murillo
• Yadira Álvarez Roblero

University of Professional 
Development:
• Ananías Gonzalez García

International University of the 
Californias:
• Vicki Montoya Castro
Let us keep these students, 
pictured below, in our prayers 
as they continue their studies. 

http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/giving
http://genevapres.churchcenter.com/giving
http://genevapres.org
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