
  Geneva News                                                    July 2021

COVID-19 Update
The June 15 announcement of the reopening of 
California has positively impacted our in-person worship 
service. Although we are not completely back to pre-
pandemic days our 9am service in the Sanctuary is 
quickly beginning to look more familiar. Here are the 
latest adjustments:
 

No Health Screening - Although we are no longer 
asking questions and taking temperatures, we still 
need anyone experiencing symptoms (headache, 
fever, cough) to enjoy our 10:30am live stream 
worship service from home.

IN-PERSON WORSHIP REVISIONS
Here is what the Geneva COVID-19 task force has 
determined for in-person worship in compliance with 
State mandates:
 

Fully Vaccinated - Masks are no longer required 
for vaccinated individuals. A person is considered 
fully vaccinated 2 weeks after completion of a two-
dose series or single dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.

NEW MASKING REQUIREMENTS

Geneva office opens July 6!
We're looking for a few new volunteer 
receptionists! Call Laura McCallum at 
949-837-2323 if interested.

Registration/Check-In No Longer Required

No Social Distancing

Singing / Response - Congregational singing and 
vocal response is allowed, however unvaccinated 
individuals must remain masked.

Music - Because the CDC recognizes singing as 
one of the highest risk pandemic activities, we 
continue to monitor separate guidelines which 
affect our music ministry. Once we determine a 
date for the return of live music, we will need to 
give the music ministry a little time to regroup. 
However, please know that our music team is as 
eager as you are to get back to normal!

Unvaccinated - The mask requirement still applies 
for unvaccinated individuals. This protects children 
and people still vulnerable such as those who are 
unable to get the vaccine due to medical 
complications. 

According to the newest guidelines, vaccine verification 
has been left to the discretion of individual organizations 
and businesses. Geneva leadership has chosen to trust 
that worship attendees will honor the face covering 
requirements spelled out here. Thank you in advance for 
your cooperation.
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WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB

Tuesday, July 27, 1-2pm
 

All women are invited to join this group which meets the 
fourth Tuesday of every month. In July, the group will be 
discussing The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein. To 
participate, join the Women's Book Club group at 
genevapres.org/zoomactivities to receive meeting 
details and a Zoom invitation. Check out books at most 
public libraries or purchase used books at amazon.com.  
For technical support, email us at info@genevapres.org 
or call the church during office hours at 949-837-2323.  

Paul Arndt
Bill Barnes
Jerra Lynne Beckhart
Pat Chapman
Beth Coombs
Norm Coombs
Mary Enser
Jonathan Flores

PRAYER REQUESTS

Our Church Prayer:  Dreaming God, You invite us 
to participate in fulfilling Your dream of a family 
which is reconciled with You and one another, 
regardless of ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or physical abilities. Hear our prayer and we 
pray it expectantly in Jesus’ name, Amen.
 

Lettie Freeman
Jack Garrison
Hank Green
Carol Van Kirk
Char Konyndyk
Harriet & Bink Lewis
George Marsh
Joyce Walker

Email your request to prayer@genevapres.org or 
call the church office at 949-837-2323 and our 
team of prayer warriors will lift up your concerns.  
All requests are strictly confidential.

IN MEMORIAM

 

 

 
Our sister in Christ, Ruth Ward, went to be with the Lord 
Thursday, June 10th. Ruth had been a member of the 
Geneva family since 2008 and will be greatly missed by 
many.  Join us in extending prayers for her family and 
friends at this difficult time.

Geneva Presbyterian Church is proud to support The 
Fuller Foundation with our contribution of $5,000 
towards the Charles E. Fuller Scholarship Fund. Our 
partnership created a challenge gift, soliciting 
donations from 50 alums of Fuller Theological 
Seminary, in order to make seminary education 
possible for others in need. The June 9th Giving Day 
was a huge success, exceeding their $100,000 
fundraising goal!
 

Charles E. Fuller Scholarships help Fuller Theological 
Seminary equip future Christian Leaders and impact 
the world for Christ.  Fuller offers 16 degree programs 
to meet a range of needs-preparation for ministry or 
further education, personal or spiritual enrichment, 
and everything in between. Three programs are 
offered fully in the Korean language, one fully in 
Spanish, and one Spanish/English bilingual degree.
 

Both Pastor Steve Marsh and Associate Pastor Ryan 
Romberg earned their Master of Divinity degrees from 
Fuller Theological Seminary, so we have received first-
hand dividends from investments in this renowned 
institution!
 

"GETTING TO KNOW YOU" – AGAIN!

Now that we are back at church, we find that we are 
sometimes struggling to recognize a face under a mask 
and sunglasses on Sunday morning (at least on Zoom, 
we have had the benefit of seeing your names under 
your faces). It would be a tremendous help to everyone 
if you would wear your name badges so that we may 
greet each other warmly by name. If you do not have a 
Geneva name badge, you may order one by calling 
Laura McCallum at the church office (949) 837-2323 or 
tell Jane Kingston at the Welcome Center on Sunday 
morning. Thank you for helping our church family to 
reconnect with one another.

SUPPORTING FUTURE SCHOLARS
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Kate Romberg

LOVE PROJECT – LAGUNA

Homeless Shelter Lunch Program
 
It is part of the mission of Geneva to help relieve the 
suffering in our community the best we can. To this 
end, since May, the Love Project team, along with 
many faithful Geneva volunteers, has been providing 
30 sack lunches the first Saturday of every month to 
the city’s Alternative Sleeping Location (ASL) on Laguna 
Canyon Road. 
 

To lend a hand in making sandwiches, cutting up 
apples, providing baked goods and inspirational notes 
for the sack lunches, please sign up at 
genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations or call 
the church during office hours at 949-837-2323.

DRIVE & DROP FOOD DRIVE

Thursday, July 8, 7:30-11:30am
 
Geneva is joining forces with The Geneva School and the 
Geneva Children’s Center to help replenish the shelves 
of the South County Outreach Food Pantry by 
organizing a summer food drive.
 

On your next grocery run, please consider purchasing 
a few items from the Shopping List found at 
genevapres.org/events, then come to the Geneva 
parking lot Thursday, July 8 from 7:30am-11:30am, pop 
the trunk and a volunteer will collect your donations. 
Please use the El Toro Road entrance (follow the signs). 
 

Bags for the Food Pantry –Heavy plastic and reusable 
grocery bags are needed. If you have extra bags at 
home, please be a Hunger Hero and help Food Pantry 
clients get their food home. 
 

Thank you in advance for your donations and servant 
hearts. Food drives such as this go a long way toward 
helping our neighbors (many of whom are children) get 
the assistance they need. 
 

THEIR OWN PERSONAL TECH TEAM!

Several folks you know—and some you don’t—have 
become tech experts over the last several… 
approaching many… months!
 

The contemporary music you see on Geneva’s 
livestream and the choir anthems and hymns are 
community-produced by all of our “artists” separately 
at home, and then put together by our central artistic 
techies. It’s quite a process!
 

Genevans in the music ministry who have surmounted 
the technical challenges—those whom you have been 
enjoying on these videos—are:

Gabe Burt
Joanna Capelle
Jane Carter
Charles Denton
Bonnie Dolan
Sam Gambrell
Holly Moore Harvey
Charlotte Hsieh
Karen Jackson
Helen Loomis
Saul Bonilla Lopez
Wendy McCalley

John McCallum
Ken Min
Eileen O’Hern
Mary Payne
Carolina Pilar
Paul Radulescu 
Manuel Ruíz
Dan Stark
Julie Stephenson
Kevin Strommen
Linda Widdowson

…and our guest instrumentalists
 

Joseph Mitchell, percussion
Harry Ostrander, trumpet
Mary Palchak, flute
Sam Yoon, violin

…and special thanks to Juanita Tsu, whose great 
technical prowess is at the piano. 
 

A big thank-you goes out to all who have worked hard 
to bring music to our weekly worship, even during 
these past months!
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HIGH SCHOOL HANG – LIVE!

July 18, 7pm
 
We're thrilled to announce that the high school group, 
which has been meeting via Zoom during the pandemic , 
will be gathering in-person beginning July 19.  The group 
will meet in different homes on an alternating basis, the 
location to be determined weekly. We will be adhering to 
COVID-19 rules as they apply. 
 

To get plugged in to receive regular communication 
which will include the week's meeting location and any 
other important information, join the high school group 
at genevapres.churchcenter.com/groups. If you have 
already joined the group you should be all set.
 

We're looking forward to seeing each other again and 
don't be shy about inviting friends! All are welcome.

VBS REUNION OUTING

Saturday, July 10, 1-3pm
 
As of the writing of this article we are in the midst of 
another successful Vacation Bible School!  To help 
nurture the new relationships built during this very 
special week, we're inviting all VBS families, volunteers 
and current Geneva families to Ridgecrest Park in 
Aliso Viejo for fun, games and refreshments. No 
registration required, just show up! 
 

Ridgecrest Park is located at the corner of Eastwing 
and Aliso Creek Road just minutes from the church. 
There's plenty of covered areas for kids to play 
protected from the sun.  Adults may want to bring a 
lawn chair. We're looking forward to a special day with 
our new friends.

CURRENT WORSHIP SCHEDULE

9am - On Campus in the Sanctuary
We continue in-person worship with relaxed guidelines 
(see cover article for specifics). Thank you to everyone 
for your patience and cooperation!
 

10:30am - Live Stream
Connect at genevapres.org, through our YouTube 
channel (youtube.com/genevapresbyterianchurchoc) or 
Facebook (facebook.com/genevapresoc.
 
10:30am - Village TV Rebroadcast
Laguna Woods Village residents may view the previous 
week’s worship service on Laguna Woods Village TV 
(Channels 6, 6.1 or 406).

Pastor Steve’s current sermon series is Jesus’ Message: 
You Are A Participant In The Dream. The resource 
book for the series is Letters To A Birmingham Jail: A 
Response To The Words and Dreams Of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. edited by Bryan Loritts which you may purchase 
through the church for $10. Call us at 949-837-2323, 
send an email request to info@genevapres.org or visit 
genevapres.churchcenter.com/registrations to order 
online while supplies last.

COMMUNION DATES

 
The remaining communion dates for 2021 are: July 11,  
August 1, September 5, October 3, November 21, 
December 19 and 24.
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